45.   LETTER TO DEVDAS GANDHI

[AHMEDABAD,]
August 31, 1918

The reason why I did not attend the Congress was that I
sensed an atmosphere of extreme unreality after my talks with
Mrs. Besant and Tilak Maharaj, I thought it imperative that, at
a great moment like this, instead of indulging in fruitless contro-
versies about the Scheme, we thought out ways and means of
getting our demands accepted and employed them, I placed my
views on the subject before them and suggested that we had two
great weapons. One was that we should go all out to make
sacrifices in the war and win the testimony of the Self in us as
to our fitness. When the atman1 stands testimony, it gives such
inner strength that nothing can withstand it, The second way
was that we should make up our minds once for all about what
we want and cling to it like fanatics and fight till death to get
it accepted. The two leaders rejected both suggestions. I felt,
therefore, that it was useless for me to attend the Congress and
that, by not going, I could make my view known silently but
effectively. It was with this thought that I gave up the idea of
attending,
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46. LETTER TO KARSANDAS CHITAUA*
August 31, 1918
I was sorry to hear of KesariprasadV resignation, He was
very keen on attending the Congress and had a talk with me too. I
told him, though, that he would do well to suppress the desire, if he
was not permitted, and obey the instructions that might be issued,
1 The Self
2 Associated with Bhagini Samaj, Bombay, and Servants of India Society
3 Kcsariptasad Manilal Thakore of Ahmedabad: a signatory to the Satya-
graha Pledge (1919)